
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
“Was Dead And Has Come To Life Again, Lost And Has Been Found” (32) 

(Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32) 

 
 



 
 

 

   The parable focuses on the lessons of divine mercy and supreme forgiveness. The 

forgiving father in today’s gospel symbolizes God Himself. God is not only contented to 

wait for us, He searches for us. God is not just happy for our return, He celebrates for us. 

God is not satisfied that we have been found, he restores us to our former dignity. 

 

   God will do everything to find us. God will spend anything just to get us back. God 

will give up anything just to have us back to Him. Isn’t it something? The parable is a 

reminder that God is so tender and generous in His forgiveness. God is rich in mercy. 

When we return, we will be treated again as His sons and daughters. There will be no 

bitterness, no rescriminations and no hatred on His part. 

 

   Thus, the protagonist in today’s gospel is the father. Both sons sinned against their 

father. Both of them rebelled against him. The two of them ran away from him. They were 

both lost. How? The younger son asked for his inheritance. It is as if he was telling his 

father that he does not need him anymore. He does not care bout him. He wanted to be 

freed from his authority and from responsibility. Then he wasted the hard earned money 

of his father in useless thing. And when he came to his senses and repented what he did, 

the father did not ask for any reparation or restitution of his money. The father felt sorry 

for what have happened to his younger son. But he did not regret the lost inheritance. 

His son was more important to him. 

 

   The eldest son also ran away from his father. He was also a prodigal son. How? He did 

not want to go inside. He did not want to participate in the celebration. He did not rejoice 

with the coming home of his younger brother. Thus, he did not sympathize with his 

brother but rather accused him of wasting the money of their father in dissolute living. 

Yes, he obeyed and worked for his father. But this was as an act of duty rather than in a 

spirit of loving service.  

 

   Again the father went out of his way and search for his elder son. He stooped down. 

He humbled himself. He pleaded to his elder son to come to the house. Here, the father 

is again forgiving and very understanding. He is really a father. 

 

   Now, let us reflect on the attitudes of the two sons. We can say that man condemns but 

God will continue to forgive. Man resorts to punishment but God will always be merciful. 

Man accuses but God will never stop to understand, to run after, accept us again and will 



 
 

 

always tell us “let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to 

life again, he was lost, and has been found” (v24). 

 

Prayer: 

Oh our Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and forgiving Redeemer 

I admit my faults and failures. 

I recognize my shortcomings and sins. 

I am so sorry. 

I ask for Your forgiveness. 

 

I think only of myself, please forgive me. 

I always do everything on my way, please forgive me. 

I take for granted the welfare of others, please forgive me. 

I am envious of others, please forgive me. 

I am indifferent to their sacrifices and sufferings, please forgive me. 

I am contrite, oh my Lord Jesus. 

I am so sorry.  

I will change. 

Amen. 

 

Commitment: 

1. What are those things I have to be sorry about? What are those actions I have to 

ask for pardon? 

2. How do I forgive? How do I say I am sorry? What I must sincerely do?     
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